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Here's  a  coincidence.     Cnly  yesterday  you  and  I  were  talking  about  clothes 
for  holiday  wear.     Today,  along  comes  the  weekly  letter  from  our  Washington 
correspondent,  and  she 1 s  on  the  subject  of  clothes,  too. 

Writes  our  correspondent:   "If  Christmas  play  suits,  and  sweaters,  and 
socks  for  the  younger  generation  aren't  all  of  bright  colors,   I'm  sure  it  won't 
be  the  fault  of  the  clothing  people  at  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics . who  have  been 

[.urging  mothers  to  choose  vivid  colors  for  their  youngster's  outdoor  clothes. 
They're  in  favor  of  brilliant  red  or  green,  or  blue  in  playsuits  and  coats  and 
caps.    And  all  in  the  interest  of  safety.     For  they  say  that  motorists  can  see 

\  these  gay  conspicuous  colors  at  a  distance  and  thus  slow  down  for  the  child  who 
is  crossing  the  street  or  running  into  the  road  after  a  ball.     Of  course,  we  all 
know  that  children  should  learn  to  be  cautious  whenever  they  go  on  the  street  or 
highway.    But  just  the  same,  bright  colored  clothes  are  a  great  protection  for 
the  child  may  forget  for  a  moment  to  look  both  ways.     In  summertime,  mothers  put 

;  their  youngsters  in  bright  bathing  suits  for  the  sake  of  long-distance  visibility. 
The  clothing  people  think  this  is  a  good  safety  idea  for  anytime  of  year.  " 

'Xir  correspondent  goes  on  to  say, —  "Perhaps  you  have  noticed  that  last 
winter's  styles  featured  a  good  deal  of  brown,  navy  blue,  olive  drab  or  dull 
maroon  in  children's  garments.     The  clothing  people  say  that  these  shades  blend 

J  into  the  landscape  too  easily,  may  be  hardly  noticeable  to  the  approaching 
motorist.    Bright  colors  are  not  only  safer,  but  children  usually  enjoy  wearing 

ithem  more.    Many  different  nursery  schools,  so  I'm  told,  have  tried  the  experiment 
of  letting  children  select  the  clothes  they  like  best.     Invariably  the  youngsters 
make  a  bee-line  for  the  bright  garments.     Older  children  usually  want  to  dress 
like  their  playmates.     So  mothers  in  a  community  might  get  together  and  "create" 
a  vogue  for  bright-colored  clothes  for  this  age.     By  the  way,  mothers  who  find 
that  their  nearby  stores  don't  carry  these  safety  shades  in  children's  readymades 
are  always  welcome  to  the  advice  of t he  clothing  people  on  making  children's 

'clothes  at  home.    Anyone  is  welcome  to  write  to  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economic 
at  Washington,  D.C.  for  information  on  comfortable  winterwear  for  the  younger 

Igeneration,  and  also  for  a  list  of  companies  selling  practical  patterns. 

"As  for  me,"  says  our  correspondent,  "I've  just  made    a  visit  to  the  Home 
Economics  clothing  laboratory  to  see  some  of  the  garments  on  display  there.  If 
I  were  four  or  five  or  six  or  so,   I'd  certainly  be  writing  a  letter  to  Santa 
Claus  this  very  day  asking  for  a  green  winter  playsuit  like  the  one  I  saw  there — 
a  comfortable  one-piece  suit,   so  handy  to  get  into  and  so  easy  to  fasten  up,  with 
knitted  wristlets  and  anklets  to  keep  out  the  wind.     An  attractive  bright  green  this 
particular  suit  is — a  bright  safe,  green.    But  I'm  sure  it  would  be  just  as 
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attractive  and  safe  made  up  in  a  bright  red  or  blue." 

That's  the  news  from  Washington  about  safety  winter  clothes  for  the  young 
son  or  daughter.    But  our  correspondent  continues:   "Recent  interest  in  safety 
clothes  isn't  confined  to  children  either,   I'm  glad  to  say,  for  I  have  just  heard 
that  the  National  Safety  Council  is  ta.king  an  interest  in  safer  styles  for  us 
housewives.     The  Council  warns  against  long,  loose,  flowing  sleeves  in  the  kitchen 
or  laundry.    Well,  personally  I  never  was  much  for  flowing  robes  anyway.  They 
vrere  all  right  for  the  women  of  ancient  Greece  who  didn't  have  to  cook  Christmas 
dinner  over  a  gas  range  or  use  an  electric  wringer.    But  a  long  loose  sleeve 
■railing  over  a  gas  flame  can  cause  a  serious  accident.     So  can  such  a  sleeve 
caught  in  an  electric  wringer.    Even  at  the  dinner  table  it's  a  hazard  with  lighted 
bandies  and  dishes  of  food  about." 

"3efore  you  have  another  letter  from  me,"  says  our  correspondent  "Christmas 
irill  have  come  and  gone.    By  way  of  a  Christmas  greeting,  I'd  like  to  send  you  a 
feelicious  recipe  for  midwinter  jam,  Nice  for  a  last-minute  present.    And  nice  for 
four  own  Christmas  morning  breakfast.     This  is  a  jam  made  of  cranberries,  raisins 
and  oranges.    Here  are  the  ingredients:     2  pounds  of  cranberries ....  1  cup  of 
raisins.... 2  oranges.... 3  cups  of  sugar ....  one-fourth  teaspoon  of  salt.... and 
I  pint  of  water.    You  pick  over  the  cranberries  and  discard  the  imperfect  ones. 
Then  you  -.vash  the  berries  and  the  raisins.     Peel  the  oranges  and  remove  the  seeds. 
Combine  the  fruits  and  chop.    Add  the  sugar,  salt  and  water.     Cook  until  thick — 
or  for  about  one-half  hour,  and  stir  often.    Pour  into  hot  sterilized  jelly  glasses, 
cover  with  paraffin  when  cool.     If  you  store  this  jam,  store  it  in  a  cool  place. 

"And  here's  wishing  you  the  merriest  of  Chris tmases . " 

That  ends  this  week's  letter  from  our  Washington  correspondent.  Another 
letter  comes  from  her  next  Saturday.    And  I'll  be  back  with  you  on  Monday  as  usual. 


